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January is National Men-
toring Month and an op-
portune time to acknowl-
edge just how significant
an impact a mentor can
have on a child’s life. Stud-
ies prove that mentoring
plays a role in positive
youth development and a
child’s success in life.

Ellen Dorsch of Grand
Isle is part of the local
mentoring equation, hav-
ing joined the Grand Isle
County Mentoring Pro-
gram (GIC Mentoring) in
2012. This school-based
program matches chil-
dren in grades K-8 with
adults with similar inter-
ests for weekly one-hour
visits.

Dorsch meets with her
seventh-grader mentee at
7:30 a.m. and the pair start
their day with baking or
another favorite activity.
Dorsch says the cafeteria
staff are “amazing” for
sharing their kitchen so
the two can bake cookies
for a fundraiser or special
event … or just to have
with hot chocolate while
they visit with each other.

The friends have been
meeting for nearly three
years, and their chosen ac-
tivities have included
board, word and imagina-
tion-sparking games, tak-
ing walks in the school
yard and just sitting on the
swings taking in the scen-
ery.

Talking — and the all-
important listening —
makes up a goodly portion
of the friends’ visits these
days, and its value cannot
be underestimated.
Dorsch notes that she’s
witnessed her mentee ma-
turing and changing over
time, and that the nature
of their conversations has
changed, too.

She and her mentee
mutually agreed to also
join a community-based
mentoring program in or-
der to branch out with
their activities. They’ve
attended shows at the
Flynn Center and visited a
local farm, where Dorsch
and her animal-loving
mentee spent 45 minutes
talking to goats. Adding
community service to
their list, the pair have
created paper flower dec-
orations for an upcoming
Empty Bowls hunger-
awareness dinner that
brings Islanders together
to raise funds to combat
hunger.

Dorsch says she is so
appreciative of the sup-
port she receives from the

program’s “fantastic” co-
ordinators and the com-
munity at large. Many es-
tablishments offer dis-
counts to mentor pairs,
and one local inn even
throws a party for area
mentors.

When asked what she
likes about mentoring,
Dorsch — a grandmother
with grown children —
had this to say: “It’s nice to
have a relationship with a
kid who looks forward to
seeing you, somebody
who needs you. ... She’s a
tie to the community in a
nice and comfortable
way.” She says that she
sees her role with her

mentee as one of “helping
her be proud of who she
is.”

Wonderword answer:
Stari Grad

Ellen Dorsch is the
Volunteer of the Week
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Ellen Dorsch, left, and her
mentee.

Sex: Spayed female
Breed: Mixed breed
Age: About 1 year old
Reason Here: Owner

lost housing.
Arrival Date:12/11/2016
Energy Level: High!
Size/Weight: Medium/

37 pounds
Special considera-

tions: Dixie needs to have
another dog in her new
home. 

Meet Dixie! Adorable
Dixie is a lover of dogs,
stuffies, snow, car rides

and hot dogs. A bit shy at
first, Dixie is sure to re-
ward you with her dancing
once she is comfortable. 

Dogs: Dixie does well
with other dogs.

Cats: She’s done well
with cats.

Children: She has done
well with older children
once she is comfortable.

You can meet Dixie at
the Humane Society of
Chittenden County, 142
Kindness Court, South
Burlington.
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Dixie is sure to reward you
with her dancing once she is
comfortable. 

PET OF THE WEEK
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