
 
 

 
 
 
 

Volunteer of the Week 
Susan Larkin, Grand Isle County Mentoring Program 

 

Susan Larkin distinctly remembers the moment she decided to become a mentor. A 

young boy in the school where she worked was so excited not to have a snow day one 

snowy day because it would have meant missing out on lunch with his mentor. Larkin 

says it struck her that his mentor probably had no idea just how important he was to his 

mentee. She felt sure that she could spare one hour each week to make a difference 

like that in a child’s life. 

Since 2010, Larkin has volunteered with Grand Isle 

County Mentoring, a school- based program that 

matches children in grades K-8 with adults with 

similar interests. A landscape artist, she shares a 

love of art with her current mentee, a fifth-grader 

who Larkin says has an incredible imagination and is 

artistically gifted. As such, Larkin doesn’t teach the 

girl art, per se, but enjoys the process of creating 

alongside her. 

In addition to their fun with art, the pair have also used the school’s kitchen to whip up 

some snacks to share with the child’s classmates in an after-school program. 

Sometimes Larkin brings her dog, and the two friends head to a nearby field for a walk. 

One of the things she said she enjoys the most about her time with her mentee is 

making the girl laugh. “She has a wonderful belly laugh and a great sense of humor,” 

said Larkin.  

Despite a difficult time connecting with her mentee initially, Larkin came to recognize 

that she was, in fact, having a positive impact when she heard that the girl had learned 

the days of the week so she could make sure she was at school the day her mentor was 

coming. 

It dawned on Larkin that the best thing she can do as a mentor is to be a reliable, non-

judgmental presence in the child’s life, to let the child be herself and to give her that 

undivided attention unconditionally for an hour each week. 

Larkin said she is convinced that she gets more out of mentoring than she gives. She 

recalled the day that her mentee met her at the door with a handmade book she had 

created for her. The child had no way of knowing that her mentor had just lost a beloved 

pet and that this sweet gift was just what she needed. From the mentoring experience, 

Larkin has learned not to underestimate the power of just listening and hearing without 

offering solutions. She has also learned that no one can truly know just what an impact 

they’re having in the life of a child. 

-Beth Glaspie, United Way of Chittenden County Volunteer Columnist 
(this piece originally appeared in the print edition of the Burlington Free Press on January 5, 2016) 


